They Like Jesus but not the church, session 2: The church is Judgmental and negative

|f you're just joining us in this series, let me recapa little bit of what we're
talking about and why:

Last weekwe talked about two disappointing facts: First isthat Christians seem
tobe in a retreat mentality, pulling themselvesout of the mainstream socie ty
in the pursuit of purity And while purityisa good thing, isolation isnot

and the efect it's having is giving non-Christiansa very bad view of us.

These things can be largely summarized in these points:the church is
judgmental, negative, and politically motiva td;

the church is homophobic;

the church is male dominatd and oppresses wormen,

Christians arrogantly think they’re right and all o ter religions are wrong;
Christians are fundamentalists who take the whole Bible litrally.

Over the next few weekswe will be looking at these misperogptions abou t
Christianityand the church. If you want to hear what | had to say last week, |

invityou togoonline and lisen tothe audio of it.

o, today we'll be talking about the first of these things: the perception that
we're judgmental and negative.
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| have to say, thisone might not be toofar ofthe mark. While many
Christians are positive and loving, we can also be downright rude in the way
we discussand inferact withthose who have a different viewon life. Thisisthe
quotl introduced this point witlast week:

"I did grow up in a church, but now | ama Buacdhist. When | becarea nother, | wanted my daughier to

have a spiritual upbringing. However, | didn't want her to becarelike the Christians in the church | knew.
They were always 0 negative and aamplaining about eerything, and | wanted my daughter to bein a
positive environment. | becarea Buddhist sincethey are so much more loving and peacetul pegplke than those
in the church.” - Jennie, owner of a beauty salon

Ouch. Or this sentiment, echoed by wai ters and wai tresses across th e coun try:

"| hate working Sundays, becausethat's when all the Christians aarein.  They fuss nmore than most pegole
and aarplain about the smallest things. And they never tip well.”

Now | worked in waiting tablesfor years sothis hits home for me...and it has
some tru thtoit. | usually had my worst tipping days per table on Sunday
af fernoons.

But the real problem isthat we should really be known for the oppositesof
those things.

These are some serious and sad perceptions. But this isn't any thing new.

Some false perceptions of the early church:

o Christians were thought to be guil tyof incest ( they were married but called
each oter broter and sisr).

o Christians were thought be cannibals (drank the blood and atthe body of
someone—Communion).
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» Christians were thought to be a teists (didn’'t have a statue of their deity
when most oter religionsat that time did).

e Howdid they solve these problems? They got out there and told people the
trut. Our solution to these mispercgptions will be much the same.

e But before we get intothat side let'sget intowhat we SHOULD be known
for:

 The Sriptureshave a lot tosay about howthe Spirit of God transforms us.

o Matthew 5: 43-48; Ma tthew 5:44-48-- “But | say, love your eremies! Pray for those who

persaute you! In that way, you will beacting astrue children of your Father in heaven. For he
gies his sunlight toboth the evil and the good, and he 2 rain on the just and the unjust
alike. I you love only thase who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors co
that much. I you are kind only to your friencs, how are you different from anyone else?
Even pagans cb that.  But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perct.

e |’d like to no tehow closely Jesus associa s perfection wi thunconditional love
for bothChristians and non-Christians. He doesn’'t asscciateit withstaying
from them, but engaging them and loving them.

o Colossians 4:5-6; “Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the
most of every opportuni ty. Let your conversation be always full of grace,
seasoned wi thsalt, sothat you may know how to answer everyone.”

e 2 Corin thians 2:14-16—"But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captivesin
Christ's triumphal procession and usesus to spread the aroma of the
knowledge of him ewerywhere. For we are to God the pleasing aroma of Christ
amon g those who are being saved and those who are perishirg,
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e Howdoyou smell? Good? Pleasing?

o These are descriptions of what a follower of Jesus should look like and be
known as.

e But ask someone today what Christians are generally known for, and the
answers might be quitedifferent.

e They don't se us, because we're in our bubble. By and large, here'swhat this
culture seeswhen it see Christians:

e They e signsthat eeen we find offensive.

 And their reaction, while presentd humorously, showsa deep dis trust, mockery
and almost a fear of people God would have be the healers and hope-
bringerstothe world. But they only see those who go outside the bubble—and
they're not alwaysthe best representation of God's people.

« Sothen what should we do? Well let's look at some of the thingsthat
Christians at large dothat bring these perceptions about...and maybe we do
on a smaller, quieer—but no less offensive—scale.

1. Should Christians Point Out the Sin of Others and Make Judgments?
o Matthew 7:1-2" Do not judsg, or you too will be judged. For in the sameway you judge others, you will
be judged, and with the measure you usg, it will be measured to you.”

e Thisstattrent of Jesusoccursin his Sermon on the Mount in which he takes
totask the hypocritical religious leaders of his day.
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 These men judged oterswitha critical heart and condescendin g spirit, based
on their own opinions and wrong motivations.

o Jesus tells his hearers—and us— that judging someone like this without caring
for the person is wrong. Judging someone by human standards and opinions
instad of by the Scriptures is wrong.

o Only God truly knows what's i n someone’s heart. Jesus says that our hearts should

be broken and filled with humility whenever making any judgment on ano ter,
because we are all guilty of something.

e And no, repenting and being aware of your past mistakesdoesNOT give
you a license tojudge otersfor theirs.

» Howewer, Scripture no 'esmany examples of calling out sin in oter Christians.
| n 1Corin thians 5:4-5, for example, we see the apostle Paul taking a public
stand on the issue of immoralitywi thin the Corin thian church,

e |In Galatians 2:11, we see him correcting Peter personally about a certain
teaching. And he instructs Timo thy totake a stand against false teaching in
the church in Ephesus (1 Timo ty 1:3-7).

 But we have biblical guidelinesfor thistype of “judging.” Jesus himsel f
ins truc ed believers about correcting o ter believers when they are in infentional
sin.

o (Matthew 1815-17)"If a brotrer or sistr sins, goand point out the fault,

just between the two of you.|If they lisen toyou, you have won them ower.
But if theywillnot listen,take one or two o tersalong, sothat 'every matter
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may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.' | f they still
re fuse tolisten, tellit tothe church;and if they re fuse tolisten een tothe
church, treat them asyou would a pagan or a tax collecr”

« | want topoint out that treating them like a pagan or tax collecor does
NOT mean excluding them, casting them out of the church and more or
lessignoring them until they see the light.

e |'ve heard this preached: that if they won't lisen, kickthem out of the
church. But what did Jesus dowithpagans and tax collec ors?

e He atwiththem, loved them and got involved in their lives, hoping to
redeem them back to God. Shame on us if we doany thing lessthan that—
especially to those who once loved God and have become trapped in sin.

e And let me be clear about someting: Thisisnot about how long their hair
is, or if they have tattoosor earringsor vofor the ‘wrong side’ or
any hing else that you feel personally convicted about. This is about SIN.

e Far toomany of us pretend our own personal preferencesare sins. |f we do
not have clear, Biblical support for your opinion on someting being wrong,
then we need to be humble and have the hearts of servants.

o And trust that if we are right, God will show them. But also pray that if we are
wrong, God will show US. And hopefully, we can agree on it at the end of the day.
That’s true humility.

e Only praying for “ them” to be shown the tru this pretty arrogant.
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Galatians 6:1-4 offers additiona |l guidance on confronting sin, with the goal of
restoring the person. Bro tersand sistrs, if someone is caught in a sin, you
who live by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch
yourselves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each oter's burdens, and in this
way you will fulfillthe law of Christ. If any of you think you are something when
you are nothing, you deceive yourselves. “

Bottom line, Jesustaught that we should not rush tojudge oterswitout
knowing their hearts, nor should we judge withan arrogant or condemning
spirit.

Jesusdid not say toignore sin (“any thing goes”), but he gave instructon on
how to lovingly confront it. How we doit makesallthe difference

2. Should Christians Point Out the Sins in Other People Outside the Church?

The apostle Paul taught the Corinthian church that there isa difference
betwee n judging Christians and judging those outside the church.

Read 1 Corin thians 5:12-13. “What businessis it of mine tojudge those
outside the church? Are you not tojudge those inside? God will judge those
outside.”

Very clearly here the Scriptures say we have no right to judge those outside
the church.

Too of £n Christians spend time judging these people and their actions, when
the Scripturesteach that right belongs to God alone.
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 We ofen unrealistically expect non-Christians to act and be like Christians,
then judge them if they don't live up toour personal expectations.

e It'sonly tobe expeced that non-Christians, wi tout the instruction of
Scripture or the guidance of the Holy Spirit, have some unique valuesand
act differently than we do.

e | find it amazing howwe can excuse Abraham for sleeping wi thhis
maidservant, Hagar and Solomon for having a billion concubinesand the
Old Testament practice of women being secondary citizens because they were
cultural practices, but we can't excuse ta ttoos, piercingsand a host of oter
thingson the same grounds.

o " actually would want to betold if | was dbing sarething that God wouldn't like meto cb. | want to

becarea better person and more like Jesus. But that isn't how it feels caming from Chrristians and the
Church. It feels like they're trying to sharme and control you intto their way of thinking and personal

qpinions aboutt right and wrong instead of becaming a better person and living like Jesus did." —May a

e Thisquoestrikestowhat | think the core of the problem is:

3. We have become known more for what we are against than what we are for

e Kimballrelattsa stry where he wasin an airport and sawa young man
wearing this T- shirt:

e Sohe asked him about his church. The young man asked, “Are you a
Christians?”

e “Yes, | am”...."praise God!” the man said.
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e Kimball responded, “l don't know if |I'd be wearing that T-shirt, though; |
think it repels people from Jesus ra ther than draw him to them.”

e He said, “Wellwe can’t hide the truth,and if one person repentsof sin
from this shirt, it was wor tit.”

e SoKimball asked him, “Have you ewer known even one person torepent
because of this shirt?” “No, but that’sthe Holy Spirit's job. My jobis just to
deliver the message”

e What message doesthis shirt deliver to Muslims? Homosexuals? People who
have had an abortion?

e Remember that quotfrom Maya? She wants to know what she’s doing wrong.
She wants to be more like Jesus. She wantsto be a better person. And she’s
not alone

e Young people allower are searching for ways to improve themselves and be
better people. They want to improve.

e The reason somany turn from Christiani tyand to o ter religions is we ofen
offer advice like, “S top drinking, smoking, having sex out of marriage, cut your
hair, g2t rid of those piercings, wear cleaner clo ting, wear a tie, don't listen
to “ that” music, Stpdoing that, sopdoing this, stop; don’'t, stop;  quit.”

e But we have a positive messagg, right?

« Some of this comes because politicians have used Christians and their hot
bu ttons to sway vo &s.
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e Soit isunderstandable why people can assume we are allabout what we're
against. Maybe we are. Maybe we've fallen intothat Pharisee trap where we
ignore what we should DO and focus on what we shouldn’t do.

e | feel we doa great job of this here,and more ofen than not the
preaching done up here isall about living better lives as Christians and not
avoiding the bad stuff—tough that isimportant and is definily part of it.

e | ama firm belieer that God isnot about us awiding bad, but he is
about us seeking good. He doesn't want us tofollowall these don'ts, but he
hasa definitlist of do's. In case you're not getting it, let me offer some
negative wayswe present ourselves and their positive coun terparts.

e “Don’t lie” becomes “Live honestly and tru thully.”

e “Homosexuali ty is sin,” becomes “God wants us to have physical and emotional
heal h.” Which would include abstaining from some things—like
homosexuali ty, infideli tyand pornography--and practicing o ter things—like
heal thy diet, exercise and actively loving our spouse.

e Doyou se the difference? Not only doesit sound better, but—more
importantly—it stressesdoing thingsa better way, as opposed to avoiding things
and doing the bare minimum.

e Jesustold us tolove otrers, he didn't just say “don’t hate” Because doing love

requiresmore than not doing hate | can be apatetcand not hate | can’t
dothat and be considered loving.
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e Sostpheing against somany things..start being for things. Don’t fight
evil asmuch asyou do good.

| promise that by doing good, you'll be fighting against evil, but you'llbe
replacing it with some thing.

e And then we can awoid bkeing called,a church that is judgmental and
negative

e And be sen asa communityloving and serving o ters as Jesus would

e Close
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