
They Like Jesus but not the church, session 2: The church is Judgmental and negative

 I f  you’re just joinin g  us i n  this series, let m e  recap a  li ttle bi t  of  what  we’re 

talkin g  about and why:

 Last week we talked about two disappointing  facts:  First  is tha t  Christians seem 

to be i n  a  re treat mentali ty, pu llin g  themselves out of  the  mainstream socie ty 

i n  the  pursui t  of  puri ty.  And  while puri ty is a  good thing, isolation is no t  

and the  effect it’s havin g  is giving  non-Christians a  very bad view of  us.

  These things can be largely summarized i n  these points: the  church is 

judgmental, negative, and politically motiva ted; 

 the  church is homophobic; 

 the  church is male domina ted and oppresses women; 

 Christians arrogantly think they’re r igh t  and all o ther religions are wrong; 

 Christians are fundamentalists who take the  whole Bible li terally.

 Over the  nex t  few weeks we will be looking  at  these misperceptions about 

Christiani ty and the  church.  I f  you  want  to hear what  I  had to say last week, I  

invi te you  to go online and lis ten to the  audio of  it.

 So, today we’ll be talkin g  about the  f irs t  of  these things:  the  perception tha t  

we’re judgmenta l  and negative.
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 I  have to say, this one might  no t  be too fa r  off the  mark.  While many 

Christians are positive and loving, we can also be downright  rude i n  the  way 

we discuss and in teract wi th those who have a  di fferent view on life.  This is the  

quote I  in troduced this poin t  wi th last week:

" I did grow up in a church, but now I am a Buddhist.  When I became a mother, I wanted my daughter to 
have a spiritual upbringing.  However, I didn't want her to become like the Christians in the church I knew. 
They were always so negative and complaining about everything, and I wanted my daughter to be in a 
positive environment.  I became a Buddhist since they are so much more loving and peaceful people than those 
in the church." -Jennie, owner of a beauty salon

 Ouch.  Or this sentiment, echoed by wai ters and wai tresses across the  country:

 " I hate working Sundays, because that's when all the Christians come in.  They fuss more than most people 
and complain about the smallest things.  And they never tip well."

 Now I  worked i n  waiting  tables fo r  years so this hits home fo r  me…and i t  has 

some tru th to it.  I  usually had my worst tipping  days per  table on Sunday 

af ternoons.

 But  the  rea l  problem is tha t  we should rea lly be known fo r  the  opposi tes of 

those things.

 These are some serious and sad perceptions. Bu t  this isn’ t  any thing  new.

Some false perceptions of the early church:
 Christians were thought  to be guil ty of  incest ( they were married but called 

each o ther bro ther and sister).

 Christians were thought  be cannibals (drank the  blood and a te the  body of 

someone—Communion).
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 Christians were thought  to be a theists (didn’ t have a  statue of  their  dei ty 

when most o ther religions at  tha t  time did).

 How did they solve these problems?  They got out there and told people the  

tru th.  Our solution to these misperceptions will be much the  same.

 But  before we get in to tha t  side, let’s get in to what  we SHOULD be known 

for:

 The Scriptures have a  lot  to say about how the  Spiri t  of  God transforms us. 

 Matthew 5: 43–48; Ma tthew 5:44-48--“But I say, love your enemies!  Pray for those who 
persecute you!  In that way, you will be acting as t rue children of your Father in heaven. For he 
gives his sunlight to both the evil and the good, and he sends rain on the just and the unjust 
alike.  I f  you love only those who love you, what reward is there for that? Even corrupt tax collectors do 
that much.  I f  you are kind only to your friends,  how are you different from anyone else? 
Even pagans do that.  But you are to be perfect, even as your Father in heaven is perfect. 

 I’d  like to no te how closely Jesus associa tes perfection wi th unconditiona l  love 

fo r  bo th Christians and non-Christians.  H e  doesn’ t associa te i t  wi th stayin g  

from them, but engaging  them and lovin g  them.

 Colossians 4:5–6; “Be wise i n  the  way you  act toward outsiders; make the  

most of  every opportuni ty. Let  your conversation be always full of  grace, 

seasoned wi th salt, so tha t  you may know how to answer everyone.”

 2 Corin thians  2:14-16—“But  thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives i n  

Christ's triumphal  procession and uses us to spread the  aroma  of  the  

knowledge of  him everywhere.  For  we are to God the pleasing aroma  of Christ 

among those who are being  saved and those who are perishing.  
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 How do you  smell?  Good?  Pleasing?

 These are descriptions of  what  a  fo llower of  Jesus should look like and be 

known as. 

 But  ask someone today what Christians are generally known for, and the  

answers might  be qui te di fferent.

 They don’ t see us, because we’re i n  our bubble.  By and large, here’s what this 

culture sees when i t  see Christians:

 They see signs tha t  even we f ind  offensive.

 And  their  reaction, while presented humorously, shows a  deep distrust, mockery 

and almost a  fear  of  people God would have be the  healers and hope-

bringers to the  world.  Bu t  they only see those who go outside the  bubble—and 

they’re no t  always the  best representation of  God’s people.

 So then  what  should we do?  Well let’s look at  some of  the  things tha t  

Christians at  large do tha t  brin g  these perceptions about…and maybe we do 

on a  smaller, quieter—but no less offensive—scale.

1. Should Christians Point Out the Sin of Others and Make Judgments?
 Matthew 7:1-2 " Do not judge, or you too will be judged. For in the same way you judge others, you will 

be judged, and with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”

 This sta tement of  Jesus occurs i n  his Sermon on the  Mount  i n  which he takes 

to task the  hypocritica l  religious leaders of  his day. 
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 These men  judged o thers wi th a  critical  hear t  and condescending  spirit, based 

on their  own opinions and wrong motivations. 

 Jesus tells his hearers—and us— that judging  someone like this wi thout caring  

fo r  the  person is wrong. Judging  someone by human standards and opinions 

instead of  by the  Scriptures is wrong. 

 Only God truly knows what’s i n  someone’s heart. Jesus says tha t  our hearts should 

be broken and filled with humility whenever makin g  any judgment on ano ther, 
because we are all guilty of something.

 And  no, repenting  and being  aware of  your past  mistakes does NOT give 

you  a  license to judge o thers fo r  theirs.

 However, Scripture no tes many examples of  calling  out sin  i n  o ther Christians. 

I n  1 Corin thians 5:4–5, fo r  example, we see the  apostle Pau l  takin g  a  public 

stand on the  issue of  immorali ty wi thin the  Corin thian church. 

 I n  Galatians 2:11, we see him correcting  Pe ter personally about a  certai n  

teaching. And  he instructs Timo thy to take a  stand against false teaching  i n  

the  church i n  Ephesus (1 Timo thy 1:3–7). 

 But  we have biblica l  guidelines fo r  this type of  “judging.” Jesus himsel f  

instructed believers about correcting  o ther believers when they are i n  in tentiona l  

sin. 

 (Matthew 18:15–17) " I f  a  bro ther or sister sins, go and poin t  out the  fault, 

just between the  two of  you. I f  they lis ten to you, you have won them over. 

Bu t  i f  they will no t  lis ten, take one or two o thers along, so tha t  'every ma tter 
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may be established by the  testimony of  two or three witnesses.'  I f  they still 

re fuse to lis ten, tell i t  to the  church; and if  they re fuse to lis ten even to the  

church, treat them as you would a  pagan  or a  tax collector.”

 I  want  to poin t  out tha t  treating  them like a  pagan  or tax collector does 

NOT mean  excluding  them, casting  them out of  the  church and more or 

less ignoring  them un ti l  they see the  light.  

 I’ve heard this preached: tha t  i f  they won’ t lis ten, kick them out of  the  

church.  Bu t  what  did Jesus do wi th pagans and tax collectors?

 H e  a te wi th them, loved them and got involved i n  their  lives, hoping  to 

redeem them back to God.  Shame on us i f  we do any thing  less tha n  that—

especially to those who once loved God and have become trapped i n  sin.

 And  let m e  be clear about some thing:  This is no t  about how long  their  hair  

is, or i f  they have ta ttoos or earrings or vote fo r  the  ‘wrong  side’ or 

any thing  else tha t  you  fee l  personally convicted about.  This is about SIN. 

 Fa r  too many of  us pre tend our own persona l  preferences are sins.  I f  we do 

no t  have clear, Biblica l  suppor t fo r  your opinion on some thing  being  wrong, 

then  we need to be humble and have the  hearts of  servants.

 And trust that if we are right, God will show them.  But also pray that if we are   
wrong, God will show US.  And hopefully, we can agree on it at the end of the day. 
That’s true humility.  

 Only prayin g  fo r  “ them” to be shown the  tru th is pretty arrogant.
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 Galatians 6:1–4 offers additiona l  guidance on con fronting  sin, with the goal of 

restoring the person. “”Bro thers and sisters, i f  someone is caught i n  a  sin, you 

who live by the  Spiri t  should res tore tha t  person gently. Bu t  watch 

yourselves, or you also may be tempted.  Carry each o ther's burdens, and i n  this 

way you will fulfill the  law of  Christ. If any of you think you are something when 

you are nothing, you deceive yourselves. “

 Bottom line, Jesus taught  tha t  we should no t  rush  to judge o thers wi thout 

knowing  their  hearts, no r  should we judge wi th an  arrogant  or condemning  

spirit. 

 Jesus did no t  say to ignore sin  (“any thing  goes”), but he gave instruction on 

how to lovingly con front it. How we do i t  makes all the  di fference.

2. Should Christians Point Out the Sins in Other People Outside the Church?
 The apostle Pau l  taught  the  Corin thian church tha t  there is a  di fference 

between judging  Christians and judging  those outside the  church. 

 Read 1 Corin thians 5:12–13. “What  business is i t  of  mine to judge those 

outside the  church? Are  you no t  to judge those inside?  God will judge those 

outside.”

 Very clearly here the  Scriptures say we have no right to judge those outside 

the  church. 

 Too of ten Christians spend time judging  these people and their  actions, when 

the  Scriptures teach tha t  r igh t  belongs to God alone. 
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 We of ten unrealistically expect non-Christians to act and be like Christians, 

then  judge them if  they don’ t live up to our persona l  expectations. 

 It’s only to be expected tha t  non-Christians, wi thout the  instruction of 

Scripture or the  guidance of  the  Holy Spirit, have some unique values and 

act di fferently tha n  we do.

 I  f ind  i t  amazing  how we can excuse Abraham fo r  sleeping  wi th his 

maidservant, Hagar and Solomon fo r  havin g  a  billion concubines and the  

Old Testament practice of  women being  secondary citizens because they were 

cultura l  practices, but we can' t  excuse ta ttoos, piercings and a  host of  o ther 

things on the  same grounds.

 " I actually would want to be told if I was doing something that God wouldn't like me to do.  I want to 
become a better person and more like Jesus.  But that isn't how it feels coming from Christians and the 
Church.  It feels like they're trying to shame and control you into their way of thinking and personal 
opinions about right and wrong instead of becoming a better person and living like Jesus did." –Maya

 This quote strikes to what I  think the  core of  the  problem is:

3. We have become known more for what we are against than what we are for

 Kimball rela tes a  story where he was i n  an  airpor t  and saw a  young  ma n  

wearin g  this T-shirt:

 So he asked him about his church.  The young  ma n  asked, “Are  you  a  

Christians?”

 “Yes, I  am”….”praise God!” the  ma n  said.
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 Kimball responded, “I don’ t know if  I’d  be wearin g  tha t  T-shirt, though; I  

think i t  repels people from Jesus ra ther tha n  draw him to them.”

 H e  said, “Well we can’ t hide the  tru th, and i f  one person repents of  sin  

from this shirt, i t  was wor th it.”

 So Kimball asked him, “Have you ever known even one person to repent  

because of  this shirt?”  “No, but that’s the  Holy Spirit’s job.  My job is just to 

deliver the  message.”

 What  message does this shir t  deliver to Muslims?  Homosexuals?  People who 

have had an  abortion?

 Remember tha t  quote from Maya?  She wants to know what  she’s doing  wrong. 

She wants to be more like Jesus.  She wants to be a  better person.  And  she’s 

no t  alone.

 Young  people all over are searching  fo r  ways to improve themselves and be 

better people.  They want  to improve.

 The reason so many tur n  from Christiani ty and to o ther religions is we of ten 

offer advice like, “S top drinking, smoking, having  sex out of  marriage, cut your 

hair, get r i d  of  those piercings, wear cleaner clo thing, wear a  tie, don’ t lis ten 

to “ that” music, Stop doing  that, stop doing  this, stop;    don’t;     stop;       quit.”

 But  we have a  positive message, r ight?

 Some of  this comes because politicians have used Christians and their  hot 

buttons to sway votes. 
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 So i t  is understandable why people can assume we are all about what  we’re 

against.  Maybe we are.  Maybe we’ve fa llen in to tha t  Pharisee trap where we 

ignore what  we should DO and focus on what  we shouldn’ t  do.

 I  fee l  we do a  great job of  this here, and more of ten tha n  no t  the  

preaching  done up here is all about livin g  better lives as Christians and no t  

avoiding  the  bad stuff— though tha t  is important  and is defini tely par t  of  it.

 I  am a  f ir m believer tha t  God is no t  about us avoiding  bad, but he is 

about us seeking  good.  H e  doesn’t want  us to fo llow all these don’ts, but he 

has a  defini te list  of  do’s.  I n  case you’re no t  getting  it, let  m e  offer some 

negative ways we present ourselves and their  positive counterparts.

  “Don’ t  lie” becomes “Live honestly and tru th fully.”

 “Homosexuali ty is sin,” becomes “God wants us to have physica l  and emotiona l  

heal th.”  Which would include abstainin g  from some things—like 

homosexuali ty, infideli ty and pornography--and practicing  o ther things—like 

heal thy diet, exercise and actively loving  our spouse.

 Do you  see the  di fference?  No t  only does i t  sound better, but—more 

importantly—i t  stresses doing  things a  better way, as opposed to avoiding  things 

and doing  the  bare minimum.

 Jesus told us to love o thers, he didn’ t  just say “don’ t ha te.”  Because doing  love 

requires more tha n  no t  doing  hate.  I  can be apa thetic and no t  hate.  I  can’ t 

do tha t  and be considered loving.
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 So stop being  against so many things…star t  being  fo r  things.  Don’ t  f igh t  

evi l  as much as you  do good.

 I  promise tha t  by doing  good, you’ll be f ighting  against evil, but you’ll be 

replacing  i t  wi th some thing.

 And  then  we can avoid being  called, a  church tha t  is  judgmenta l  and 

negative 

 And  be seen as a  communi ty loving  and serving  o thers as Jesus would 

 close
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