Faithful Family Finances 3 —
“Thriving Financially in Tough Economic Times-

‘Toc[ay Jwantd starto Ey di’recting your at ention b fe picture on f e screen. Do you
know what fi at is? at picture-holds the key d Eeing faiﬁ ﬁ [wit your f nances and.
f‘tﬁn'ving in these tougﬁ economic times. Do you seeit? Got a guess?

It’s writ en on fi e-face of the man ﬁol’d’ing the mouse...he’s ﬁol’d’ing it up to heaven and.
giving thanks to (joc{.,.ﬁecause ﬁisfami[y will eat tonigﬁt,

Thankfulness. Ofa[fﬁ eh ings you can do v ﬁe@a yourfamily cmcﬂyour financesgeﬁ
ftﬁrougﬁ these times—and other times— being thankful isone of ifnot themost
important.

%yﬁe you think ’m over exa em’a’ng tﬁings but the more 1studied this topic these last’

coujoﬁe weeks, the more 1saw thankfulness iscriticallyimportantd f e Christ arn
life

Let’s take the story | the Israelites after tﬁey’re ﬁeed' ﬁom captivity in Egypt. fl” e-Red
Sea isyartf cf,ﬁ ey ollow apillarfireby night and a pillarof cloud by day,%oses
oes and meets wi godon a mounminb]o, arn_experience so supernaturalfit atwher.
’gvloses returns, the Israelites are wrrg’ﬁed’ of him because his
FACE...IS...GLOWING.

Then because they're hungry, God makes #°SNOW...BREAD . Lit rally bread fel f om.
~thesky for bem o eat.

éllnc[aft ral cfﬁ is, b ey st [ whine anc[comp[ain and are-completelyungrateful So
gocf makes them wander the desert for 40 years.‘.wﬁy? Because he doesn’t want arL

funtfanﬁﬁt[peo}ofe to 66 ca((ecfﬂ-ﬁ’speoy[e.

So wher_Joshua takes over and God parts fi e Jordan River so fi ey can ent rhe

Promised Land—did you know about f at? We all hear about i e Red Sea but God_

goomk dariver ath e enc[ofﬁ eir desert wand’erings. Joshua’s firstorder of business s to
u

il two monuments in order to thank God for what he had done for them and to
vemind lae rgenemt onsv be h cmﬁﬁ [as wel and break fi atlegacy q(“u nthankfulness.

Thankfulnessisimportant.



In fact, nv c[ay’s world (f more andbigger and better and instant gratification, 16 ink
At ‘ankfi [ness... true, deep thankfulness...is slowly becoming lost Butit's avital piece-
of Cﬁm’sfcmiq and f evimplications qf“not being thankful run very deep; d'eqp enouglL
to affectour relationshipWith God.

Being thankful reminds us where our blessings come from, and who we are

When Joshua made his monuments to God, itwas a defining day in Jewish history, both
because ?( what God had done to prompt those a[tars—pam’ng the Jordan and c[e?i/veﬂ@
his people into the Promised Land—and because it showed avitalshiftin the thinking
of the Jews who were slavesin Egypt, and theirchildren.

Building altarsand monuments b God.became a centraltheme inJewish culture-
om then on and you can see it tﬁrougﬁout the Bible even up until Jesus’ time. Itbecame-
a staylb ofj]ewisﬁ cu[ture...ithelped define them as a people.

And itdoes the same forus, aswell.

Cgemg fi anéﬁ [reminds us fi atwe are God’s children and fi athe provides everything
we have.

This is vital to fai [ﬁn(mces and Eeing a gooc[ steward because when we remember
fﬁ;atgocfgave us all we ﬁave, it'smuch easiertodo the right thingwith what we have.

When every dollarwe earnis rigﬁtjﬁ@ recognized as god"s ofo[far, we become less [ike
fit emillionaireboss spending his cash, and more [ike f e-shrewd manager using our
master’smoney toaccomplish hisgoals.

When every breath is rightfully recognized as time given gmcious[ Ey gocf, it’s easier
to syend’ ttime dbing tﬁmgs for his ‘Kingcfom, We become less ﬁé—wa ndering
nomads doingwhat we willand more [ike apeoplewith a duty and a responsibilityto
serve the greatergood.

We see that our lives are not our own and to spend the entiretyof our liveson ourselves
ismissing the point Thankfulnessgivesour livespurpose.

Jesus Cleanses Ten Lepers Luke 17: 11-19



11 On the way to Jerusalem he was passing a[ong between Samariaand Galilee. 12 And.
as he entered a w’ﬂage, he was met by ten &e}oers,\vﬁo sv od ata distance-13 and ﬁfiz d up.
~theirvoices, sa ing, “Tesus, ‘Master, a/ave mercy on us. 7 14Wﬁen he saw them he said to
ft em, “Go cmd}s/ﬁow yourse[ves to the priests.” And as tﬁey went tﬁey were cleansed.

15 Then one of them, when he saw that he was healed, turmed back, raising god with a_
loud voice; 16 and he fe[( on his face atJesus’ feet, giving him tﬁcmk};. Now he was a_
Samaritan. 17 Then Jesus answered, “Were not ten cleansed? Where are the nine? 18 Was
7o0ne found to returnand, give praise to God except this {oreigner? ” 19 And he said to
him, “Rise and, go yourway; your faitﬁ has made you we 7

There’s a cou}ofe of nt resu’ng fi ings about fi is sv vy. Firstis f ath e Samaritanwas fi e
on[y tﬁanﬁﬁil’ one. Now Samaritans were d?as_piseof Y the Jews as ﬁaﬁ-ﬁreeofs and less
tanhuman. Clntoc{ay’s world tﬁey’d’ be the ]oeoy[e us ‘good Christians’ ook atand. say_
‘They’re niceand allbut they’re probably not making ittoheaven.” And here fi is no
gooc[, cfiry Samaritanis the only one Who gives thanks to God for his ﬁeaﬁ’ng. The other
o—who are }aresumaﬁfy jews—simpfy go on about their lives.

See the easy thing to do is to relate with the Samaritanin this story and tsk tsk the Jews...
but are you positivethat’swho you are in thisstory?

When was i ¢ last time you_,thanked God forgiving you a mouse toeat? When was
fit elast f me-you thanked God —[ike-thatman thanking God j[orﬁis one mouse—for
anything you ate’

And here’s the mindblower: verse 19 is [item(fy_t ranslated “your faithhas saved you.”

%tjust made you well ... saved you. So the ﬁeaﬁ’ng was more than yﬁysica[

Thankfulness isvitaltoour salvation.

C&)Jmcms 1:21-23

21 For a[tﬁougﬁ tﬁey knew God, tﬁey did not honor him as God orgive thanks to him,
but i ey Eecame-)ﬁ f le-in their thinking, and their foofisﬁ hearts were darkened.

22(C [aiming to be wise, tﬁey ﬁecameﬁoofs, 23 and excﬁcmgecf fie [ory of fi e immortal

God for images resemﬁ(ing mortal man and birds and animals an creeping tﬁings.
Their lack of fi cmléﬁ [ness made b em_foolishand made fi em_chase futilethings.
What could be more ﬁm’ﬁe than cﬁasing money and stuﬁ? Even ifyour motive is

‘security’ and not greed, you’'re stillnissing the point: our secum’ty should come from_,
ft erecognition thatGod provides us everything.



When you Eegin ,p(acir;g yourhope for security in other tﬁings—fmoney, your joﬁ, etc.—
You become just [ike }aeqpfe in this verse: you make idolsin the places of your life
where God belongs.

Think about it: why did the Romans worship gods—even to the point of having ‘house-
Y i) P g

goc[s’ to watch over their house? To feelsafeand secure. Toknow fi afeverything is

going to be alrightand give them peace.

’ﬁutﬁ ose are all i ings GOD should be doing forus, Totmoney or wealh , OF cmyqf(b
hundred other tﬁings. When we letother things give us that security,we make them
idolsinour lives.

Tm_not 5ayi@don’t plan ahead or be smartwith what you have, but the recent monthis
have shown usjust’how littlewe can relyon our money and_retirement funds and.
investments to keep us safe leyoursecuriy isfound’in fi ose ings, fi en_look what a
year can do to the thing you’re banking on ..o pun int nded.

But 7 have-thousands of years worth of]oroo tﬁatif(jocf is my security...I'ULnever be
letdown. Andwhen the stvcﬁsyﬁmge and the economy looks like it’s going to tank...I
can tellyou which one I'd rather have my trustin.

Being thankfulmeans puttingmore initsproper place—understanding the
difference between abundance and excess

9 know Kermit touched on the idea of more last week, and Twon’t retread old groum{, but’
9believe fi is is akey conceptWhen it comes to Eeing tﬁanﬁﬁtfﬁecause the lines between
abundance and excessare really, reallyblu rry.'.andﬁvmg in a consumer driven_

Society doesn’t ﬁeﬁo,

But it’s vital that we recognize that difference, because-one leads to living in the
promises of God , and fi e ofi erleads to “the root of allsortsof evil”

Tcan’t think qfcmyway to say this besides just being direct: abundance iswhat God
has promised us. Excess iswhat greed and a loveofmoney and things givesus.

Abundance means ﬁavirg_plenty...it means ﬁaw’ng enougﬁ dinner to share with guests.
Fxcess means ﬁcwing so many (eﬁvvers that we have to throw some away Before it goes

bad.



Abundance means ﬁaving acellphone, a car that fitsour needs and even a largeTV.
Fxcess means ﬁcm’ng anew ce[f}oﬁone when ourold one isfine anew car every year and_
a[arge TV...inmore than one room inour house.

Are you seeing the cﬁﬁerence? ‘Excess means we have a lotof stuff,a lotofmoney, a
lotof extra. Itmeans we have more.
Abundance means we havewhat we need to live...and do God’s work.

2 Cor 9:6-12

° &memﬁer this—a farmer who }ofam‘s on[y a few seeds will geta small crop. But the-
one who Jo[cmts genemus( will get agenerous crop. "You must each decide in your heart”
how much to give. And dgn’t give ref?lcmnt[y or inresponse to pressure. “For God loves
aperson who gives cﬁemﬁx[(y,” *And God willgenerously provide allyou need.

--A lotof us stop reallypaying attention right there...but we’'re missing the point.--

*And God willgenerously provide allyou need. Then you willalways have
everything you need and plenty leftover to share with others.” As fie Scrygtures say,

“They share freely and give generously to the poor.
‘Jﬁg/ir goo cfeecyfs wi[ﬁ be r(gmemﬁergc[ forevgf’. 7

" For G od is the one who Jorow’cfes seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. nthe same-
Way, he will }arovic{e and increase your resources and then produce agreatharvestof
generosityin you.

--Itdoesn’t stop with him increasing our resources...itstopsAFTER we have a
harvestof generosity-

" Yes, you willbe enriched inevery way so thatyou can always be generous. And.

When we take your giﬁs to those who need them, tﬁe_y will thank God.

> So two good thingswillresultfrom thisministryof giving—the needs of the

believers inJerusalem will be met, and tﬁey will joyﬁx[fy express their thanks to God.

Do you see it? Do you see how more gets put inits proper Ja[ace?
We}outmore in itsyrqper}?[ace when we understand i atf eonly purpose of having
more istogive our extrasaway.



Wﬁ\/ else did Jesus exclaim, “How cﬁf cult it is for arichmanv enterfi e Eingcfom (f
God?” BRecause 1f you are rich—ifyou have excess—and you don’t use thatwealth to
imyrove the lives oftﬁose around’you who neeofﬁel:p, it shows afundamental lack of
understanding of the kind of love God desires

It’s wﬁy Jesus told the Samaritanwho came back to give thanks, “Your faithhas saved
you.”

‘J—[aving excess andnot sharing it sim})@qdoes not alignWith the ﬁem’t?(a gocfwﬁo
a

made theuniverse from the very essence of hisown being...just to share it.

And ﬁaw’ng excess—not abundance—shows a lack of true tﬁan@%fness. Because-true
thankfulness seeks to enjoy what it’sbeen given. ﬂncfyou can on[y ery’oy so many_
ft ings atonce.

Twant you to get this because everytﬁmg in our socieE\Z is aimed atmaking you think
you need more tobe happy. Itseeks to show youa tﬁe-’thingswrong with your life
and f erLofferyou a product to fixthem. But only God can fixour broken lives.

And fi elesswe’ re thankful fforwﬁatwe fwwe, themore we willseek excess tvfuﬁ'[f
us.

*And h e more-excesswe get, fit efurther from the heartof God We ﬁncfourse[ves.
*And soon fi e f ing we sought tomake us happy drags us awayfom fieone fi ingL
ft atcan ever t u(y make us ﬁcyoy%

Again...thankfulness isvitaltoour walk with God.
Being thankfulmeans enjoyingwhat you have—Sabbath

This seems so sim]o[e and so easy but it’s so %‘wn overlooked. We work and toil and_
Work andnever take the time to just rest. Buteven God took time to rest qﬁm’ his
Creation.

T eine resfng fi ing is fi ataftereach day of creation, fit ere’s fi isyﬁmse-)“and there
was evening and therewas morning, the-blank-day.” And f at}aﬁmse sigm’fes fie
end of a day—or period—of creation.

Butwhat about i e 7 cfay? There’s notﬁing on that d’a%_ ﬂtsim}ofy says “God rested ﬁom_,
all the work he had done.” So the implication isthatGod isstillresting, even to this
day.



Butit’s not like God is up in heavenwatching footballand eating hot wings. God’s
“Fest’ involves intemcu’ng with, Eui(di’ng comrmmity with, [ow’ng, enjoying his creation.

Lev 7:12-15

" leyoupresentyourjoeace oferi@as an expression of thanksgiving, ft eusual animal
5acrﬁce must be accom}oam’ec[ By various kinds of bread made without yeast—thin cakes
mixed with olive oil, wafers syreaaf with oil, and cakes made of choice ﬁour mixed with
olive oil. ® This peace Oﬁ(em’ng 0 tﬁanﬁsgivin must also be accomyaniec[ By [oaves qf
bread made WiJ yeast. " One of each kind of bread must be presented as a gift to the>
Loro. Htwill then Ee(ong to the priest who splatters the Efoodp of the peace off ering_
againstﬁ ¢ altar.” The meat of the peace (ﬁem'ng of %nﬁsgivi%m ust be eaten on the

same day itisoffered. None of itmay be saved for the nextmorning.

There were 3 W&es of peace oﬁ(en’n , one for vows, one thatis ﬁeewi[f and one qf“
thanksgiving.” Now, sometimes when we  think @( sacmﬁces and. oﬁfem’ngs we on[y think
ofléi[fing animals. Whatwe don’t realize is i ath e-priests—who had no land and
couldn’t farm or raise livestock—used those oﬁ(em’ngs so tﬁey couldeat and feed their
families.

God basically said, “1want a group of people devoted solely to ministering to the Jewish_
matonandmediating between me and them: priests ﬁutlfﬁ ey spen al ofﬁ eir t me-
cfoing that, tﬁey’[f have nofooa[, etc. SoYOU have toprovide the food in forms of
offerings and sacrifices.

There were 3 types of peace oﬁ[ering, one for vows, one thatis ﬁeewiﬁ and one (f’
ft anlésgiving, With vows offeringsand Freewillofferings, the sacrificecould be
eaten whenever. But the thanksgiving offeringHAD tobe eaten thatday.

Wﬁy? The same reason (jocfmad’e the seventh c[m/ad’m/ ofrest. So we would ENJOY
everythingwe’ve worked for. So we would be thankful.

Enjoying iskey to thankfulness because when we-never use fit egtfrs God ﬁasgi\/en us,
we forgetthem...and him. Some o{fyou are so caugﬁtu}o inwor tﬁatyou’ve ost sigﬁt’
of wﬁy you’re Worﬁing in the ﬁ’rst place.

And there’s thissortof magical thing that happens when we enjoy.

Suofd:en[y...we don’t need more.. We’re contentWifi our abundance andmore than
happy togive itaway. We’re-secure and safeinwhat we have because we see gocf’s



ﬁanc[in}orovicfing our abundance. And when we enjoy, excess becomes oddly
uncomfortable.

Sud’oﬁenl’y...we ﬁnd’ourse[ves reminded ofwho itwas thatgave us what we're
enjoying. We are (jod’s children. That’s not a burden. It’s something to be enjoyed.

When we enjoy,.,sucfcfen@_we’re thankful, every day. Andno matterwhat elseis
fallingapart inour world, we can seeGod inour lives..

We canbe God inoh ers’ [ives andwe’re drawn closerand closer to him.

And that’s the key. faiﬁﬁ [Tamify Finances aren’t Tea[y aﬁoutfnances atall. You're
responsibilityin tough economic times isn’t to come out inthe black...but to come

out inGod’s will

%yyouf%you rselfthankful

"May you f nd b at your'worries about having enough are met with abundance.
%yyoufmﬂenjoyment mal fo atgoc[ﬁasgiven oL

%yyouﬁna[yourseff— even inthemidst of economic strife—inthemidst of God’s
grace.
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