
Graduaton sermon 09
Shout the Gospel with your lives

• Shhh.  Listn.  

• Do you hear that?  Do you know what that sound is?  It’s the sound of your life…
what’s it saying?  What message is it speaking to those around you?  I’m not talking 
about our words—words are cheap.  And I’m not talking about what you say you 
believe—your actions reveal what you truly believe.

• But what does your life say?  Te tings you do…te way you behave…what sort of 
noise does your life make?

• “Many spiritual seekers have not been able to hear the message of  Christ because the 
lives of  Christians are making such a horrible noise.  It can be hard to hear the  
whispers of  God amid the noise of  Christendom.”—Shane Claiborne, The Irresistible 
revoluton.

• It’s a shame so many Christians have become so normal.  In a world where the 
message of Jesus is desperatly needed a lot of us make the same noise as the rest of 
the world with our lives, and wonder why nobody hears us when we talk about God.

• Shane Claiborne, when talking about ministring t te homeless in Philadelphia, had 
tis to say about the Christanity we ofer:

• “We were not interested in a Christianity that offered these families only mansions and  
streets of  gold in heaven when all they wanted was a bed for kids now.  And many  
Christians had an extra one.”

• So forget your words…what does your LIFE say?  How do your actons refect te 
love of God?  Do tey?  Or are you a Christan noisemaker, drowning out God’s 
message…I know I have been.  But maybe today we can fnd a way to change that in 
our lives tgeter so we can shout God’s message wit our lives.

• So how t do it?

Step 1: Stop consuming, start giving

• I was reading a story about a missionary who was talking with some high level 
executives about what it means to be a Christian.  One of tem confded, “I’ve been 



thinking really hard about this…so I had this made.”  He liftd his sleeve t reveal a 
24kt gold bracelet wit WWJD engraved in it.

• Now it’s easy t chuckle at him, but how many of us do the exact same thing just on a 
lower scale?  How many of us can relate to the desire to serve God but fail to see that 
living in such a matrialistc culture has distorted the way we live it out?

• How oftn when we want t enhance our walk wit God do we buy a devotional book 
or worship CD instead of serving in a soup kitchen?  Or spend hundreds of dolars t 
attend a conference instead of visiting the lonely at a nursing home?

• We’ve forgoten te part where Jesus said, “Whenever you do this to the least of 
these, you’ve done it to me.”  When was te last tme you found te face of God in te 
face of someone you were helping?

• Before we delve to deeply int tis I want t let you know tat this isn’t about 
making anyone feel guilty.  Tis isn’t about tling everyone how bad and mean and 
greedy they are.  Tis is about contnuing t discover te Christan way.

• We’re al living in a very greedy, matrialistc societ and sometimes it’s hard to 
separate our culture and society’s beliefs from what the Bible says.  It’s only natural 
t want to throw money at problems, because it’s so common in America (and oter 
wealty natons).

• But money doesn’t grow dynamic relationships or build life-changing bonds.  Money 
doesn’t make us grow as people and as a communit.  That’s what this is about.

• 2 Cor 8:12-15
12 Whatver you give is acceptable if you give it eagerly. And give according t what you 
have, not what you don’t have. 13 Of course, I don’t mean your giving should make life 
easy for oters and hard for yourselves. I only mean tat tere should be some equalit. 14 

Right now you have plent and can help tose who are in need. Latr, tey wil have plent 
and can share wit you when you need it. In tis way, tings wil be equal. 15 As the 
Scriptures say,

   “Tose who gatered a lot had noting left over,
      and tose who gatered only a litle had enough.”



• Tis last part is referring t Exodus 16, and how God provided manna t te Israelits. 
God commands tem specifcaly in verse 16: “Each household should gather as 
much as it needs.”

• Te message was not, “gather a lot for I am blessing you”.  In fact, as we just read, 
tose who did gater a lot only ended up wit just enough.  Whose who gatered just a 
litle…ended up having just enough

• We’ve been duped int confusing abundance with wealth.  Somewhere along te line 
we got it int our heads that God’s blessing involves having excess.  But look at 
Proverbs 30: 7-9

7 O God, I beg two favors fom you; let me have tem before I die.
8 First, help me never t tl a lie. 
Second, give me neiter povert nor riches! Give me just enough t satsf my needs.
 9 For if I grow rich, I may deny you and say, “Who is the LORD? ” 
And if I am to poor, I may stal and thus insult God’s holy name.

• Having just enough t satsf our needs seems wrong, seems so…un-American.  But 
that’s the thing.  We’ve been told the American dream is good and right for so long 
that we’ve never bothered to see if it lines up with God’s dream.

• God’s dream involves everyone having enough.  It involves sharing our excess t 
compensat for tose who have less.

• It’s amazing how many Christians can criticize professional athletes or Hollywood 
stars for having so much money and hoarding it, while tey sit in huge homes wit 5 
TVs, 4 computrs, 3 cars, a boat they use twice a year and never give a red cent to the 
needy.  I’m ashamed of my own hypocrisy in tis area, as I’ve caught myself asking 
God for money, promising (and intnding!) t use it t help te homeless and needy.

• I’m beginning t see tat God’s response has always been, “What about the money 
I’ve already blessed you with?” 

• The temptation is to ignore me now, because I’m making you uncomfortable…good. 
The cross should be uncomfortable to us.  Te cal of Jesus should be difcult in a 
selfsh  society…otherwise I wonder if we’re doing it right.

• But tis isn’t about you or me…it’s about te communit God envisions.  Tis isn’t 
about communism or capitalism. 



• Tis is about tuly loving oters as we love ourselves.  As Wil O’Brien puts it: “When 
we discover true love, capitalism wil not be possible, and communism wil not be 
needed.”

• It’s about returning to the love of the early church, where when tere wasn’t enough 
food for everyone, tey would fast a meal so everyone could enjoy te next one 
tgether…I wonder what would happen if Americans were denied food untl te 
homeless  were  fed.  I bet we’d find that all the money we “don’t have” to give to the 
poor would suddenly show up.

• But tis isn’t even about money—I want t be clear.  Charity can be a blessing, but it 
can also be a curse.  Charit is oftn just anoter example of us missing the point and 
going through the motions so we feel like we’ve accomplished God’s will, instead of 
being honest and using our lives to shout his message.

• Tink about it: when you give t charit, everyone feels beter.  Te rich (us) give, and 
te needy get what tey need and we al leave feeling beter.  But is this really what 
Jesus intnded t set up?  A distibuton centr?  

• Jesus came t transform lives and everything he commanded us was centred around 
people changing for te beter; becoming new creatons.  It was based on new, loving 
communites; about turning neighbors int families.

• How much personal, spiritual change happens when we drop clothes off at Salvation 
Army or drop a check into the missions offering?  Tose tings are good and wel 
but they rob us of the kind of powerful love Jesus brought.  

• His love wasn’t spread through organizations and structured distribution centrs. 
His love was spread through touch and smiles and tears and sharing someone else’s 
grief and joy.

• Jesus’ way tls us t go t te wedding party and celebrate, but we oftn choose te 
‘charitable way’ and just send a gift.  He cals us t go t the funeral and weep with 
those in sorrow…but instad we send a Hallmark card and think it somehow has the 
same efect on tem…and us.

• Is it any wonder America has some of the highest suicide and depression rates in the 
world?  We’re flty rich and we’re uterly miserable.



Step 2: Do something!

• Te stry goes tat a man once confded in his fiend, “I want t know why God alows 
bad tings t happen.  Why does he alow so much sufering?”   His fiend replied, “So 
why don’t you ask him?”  

• “I’m afaid t.”  “Why are you afaid t?”   
• “I’m afaid he’l ask me te same queston.”

Mark 7:5-13
 5 So te Pharisees and tachers of religious law asked him, “Why don’t your disciples 
folow our age-old traditon? They eat without frst performing the hand-washing 
ceremony.”
 6 Jesus replied, “You hypocrits! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you, for he 
wrote,
   ‘Tese people honor me wit teir lips, but teir hearts are far fom me.
    7 Teir worship is a farce, for tey tach man-made ideas as commands fom God.’
 8 For you ignore God’s law and substtut your own taditon.”

 9 Then he said, “You skilfly sidestp God’s law in order t hold on t your own 
taditon. 10 For instance, Moses gave you tis law fom God: ‘Honor your fater and 
moter,’ and ‘Anyone who speaks disrespectfly of fater or moter must be put t deat.’ 
11 But you say it is al right for people to say to their parents, ‘Sorry, I can’t help you. For I 
have vowed t give t God what I would have given t you.’ 12 In this way, you let them 
disregard teir needy parents. 13 And so you cancel te word of God in order t hand down 
your own taditon. And tis is only one example among many oters.”

• I love te phrase, “You skillfully sidestep God’s law…”  How many of us skilfly 
sidestp God’s laws about generosit, giving t oters, serving tose in need and not 
‘string up teasures for ourselves on eart?’  

• Al of our reasons make sense, “I give to missions.”  “I have to make sure I provide 
for my family.”  But are tese legitmat reasons, or just balms t soote our guilt 
consciences?

• Jesus may be mentoning only one law, but it’s used as an example—not he says ‘for 
instance’.  So what else are we missing?  Look at this verse in Isaiah.  Read along, let 
God burn this into your heart.



 1 “Shout wit te voice of a tumpet blast. Shout aloud! Don’t be tmid.  Tel my people 
Israel of teir sins!
    2 Yet tey act so pious!  
Tey come t te Temple every day and seem delightd t learn al about me.
   Tey act like a rightous naton tat would never abandon te laws of its God.
   Tey ask me t take acton on teir behalf, pretnding tey want t be near me.
 3 ‘We have fastd before you!’ tey say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed?
   We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notce it!’

--Sound familiar yet?  “Oh God, why me?  I only have 2 cars and, and…no TV in my 
Kitchen!?!  Obviously I’m over-exaggeratng for efect…but how oftn do we complain 

out of our riches?--

--I know Stph and I have wantd t buy a house forever, but we stl rent.  And I’ve asked 
God t give us a deal, or maybe have some long lost relatve leave us money so we can 

aford one.  Instad of being thankful that we have a warm place to live that suits al of our 
needs.—

--When did I replace thankfulness with more asking?  When did I substitute a grateful 
attitude with the idea that I need more?  I know when.  When friends and family started 
asking why I hadn’t looked int buying a house, yet.  When tey wondered what my plan 

was for retrement.—

--It wasn’t because I was being selfish, it was because I’m living in a world where 
money is king, and bit by bit, I lost sight of who MY king is—

  3 ‘We have fastd before you!’ tey say. ‘Why aren’t you impressed?
   We have been very hard on ourselves, and you don’t even notce it!’
 “I wil tl you why!” I respond. “It’s because you are fastng t please yourselves.
   Even while you fast, you keep oppressing your workers.
 4 What good is fastng when you keep on fghtng and quarreling?
   Tis kind of fastng wil never get you anywhere wit me.

--Don’t be deceived, tis isn’t about fastng.  It’s about doing everything to be a ‘good 
Jew’ or a ‘good follower of God’ but missing so many things that are actually 

important.  

Don’t sidestp tis by saying you don’t fast like tat.  Tis could just as easily say ‘tithing’ 
or ‘going to church. ’  



What good is tting when 300 homeless people live on your steets?

What good is going t church when tousands in Bismarck have nobody t show tem 
love?

 5 You humble yourselves by going trough te motons of penance bowing your heads like 
reeds bending in te wind.
   You dress in burlap and cover yourselves wit ashes.
   Is tis what you cal fastng?  Do you realy tink tis wil please te LORD?

 6 “No, tis is te kind of fastng I want:
   Free tose who are wrongly imprisoned lightn te burden of tose who work for you.
   Let te oppressed go fee, and remove te chains tat bind people.
 7 Share your food wit te hungry, and give sheltr t te homeless.
   Give clotes t tose who need tem, and do not hide fom relatves who need your help.

--Here’s te meat of what I’m saying tday.  Here is what we skillfully sidestep: freeing 
tose wrongly imprisoned; lightning work loads; sharing food wit te hungry; giving 
sheltr t te homeless; giving clotes t te needy; helping our relatves, which tday 
would probably be beter tanslatd our communit and neighborhood, since in tose days 
your relatves al lived nearby.

God is caling us t an honest fait.  Not one that ‘suffers’ just to suffer.  Not one that 
sacrifices in order to show what good Christians we are.  How pointless is that?

God doesn’t ask for your sacrifce just t sacrifce, but in order to bless those who need 
our abundance more than we need it.   

Your generosit isn’t measured by how much you give, but how much you have left.

But it’s not al doom and gloom…look at how tis fnishes up:

 8 “Ten your salvaton wil come like te dawn and your wounds wil quickly heal.
   Your godliness wil lead you forward, and te glory of te LORD wil protect you from 
behind.
 9 Ten when you cal, te LORD wil answer. ‘Yes, I am here,’ he wil quickly reply.



 “Remove te heavy yoke of oppression. Stp pointng your fnger and spreading vicious 
rumors!
 10 Feed te hungry, and help tose in touble.
   Ten your light wil shine out fom te darkness, and te darkness around you wil be as 
bright as noon.

• This is shouting the gospel; this is letting our light shine to all who need it.  It’s not 
doing good Christan tings, reading te right books or agreeing wit te correct beliefs. 
It’s giving, serving and fighting for equality.

• Tis is a hard tut t accept, I know.  But aren’t al of God’s tuts hard at some point?

• Tis is someting I’ve wrestled wit over te past few weeks and have been taring 
myself up over.  I’ve felt guilt and shame at my selfishness, because I found myself 
complaining in my riches  But as I’ve come t accept tis tut, I’ve felt an 
indescribable joy tat doesn’t make sense but is so very real.

• See we’re tld tat the way to get by here on earth is to protect our own.  Go t 
school, get a wel-paying job and fnd financial security— capitalism is built on the 
foundatons of selfshness.  So when we see God’s way we don’t understand it.

• Jesus says love our enemies—he doesn’t say ‘don’t hat tem.’  Love them!  Actvely 
love them like you would your own child!  That’s hard.

• He says if someone would force you t go a mile wit tem, go two.  He says that rather 
tan stre up money and possessions here t give tem away so te needy have enough.

• Give.  Love.  Rip your own selfish ideas about being secure and safe and finding 
peace out from under your own two feet for the benefit of others…and in THAT you 
wil fnd peace.  A peace that is above al understanding because it doesn’t make sense.

• How can I feel better about my finances by giving money away?  How can I feel 
safe around my enemies by tustng and loving tem?  

• It DOESN’T make sense.  It’s impossible!

• -pause-



• And God says, “With man it is impossible.  But with God all things are possible.  The 
wisdom of tis world is foolishness t me…so don’t copy te behavior and custms of 
this world, but let me transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. 
Ten you wil learn t know my will for you, which is good and pleasing and 
perfect.”


