Graduation sermon 09
Shout the Gospel with your lives

Shhh. Listen.

Do you hear that? Do you know what that sound is? It's the sound of your life...
what'sitsaying? What message is it gpeaﬁing to those around you? T'm not taﬁéing‘
about” our words—wordsarecheap. ‘And Tm not talking about what you_ sayyou
believe—your actions reveal what you truly believe.

But what does your life say? The tﬁings you do...the way you behave.. what sort of
Toise does your ﬁﬁ make?

“Many spiritual seekers have not been able to hear the message of Christ because the
lrves of Christians are making such a horrible noise. It can be hard to hear the
whispers of God amid the noise of Christendom.”—Shane Claiborne, The Trresistible
Tevolution.

It’s a shame so many Christians have- becomesonormal. In a world where the-
“message of Jesus is desperately needed_ alot of us make the same noise as the rest of
the world with our Iives,andf\wmﬂar wﬁy noﬁod’y hears us when we talk about God.

Shane Claiborne, when tafﬁing about miniswring to the homeless in fPﬁi[cwfeﬁoﬁia, had_
this to say about the Cﬁristianity we cﬁ:er:

“We were not interested in a Christianity that offered these families only mansions and
streets of gold in heaven when all they wanted was a bed for kids now. And many
Christians had an extra one.”

So for et your words...what does your LIFE say? How do your actions reflect the-
love of God? Do tﬁey? Or are you a Christian noisemaker, c{rowning out God’s
message-...1 know 1 have been. But maybe tocfay we can ﬁmf a way to cﬁange that in.
our lives togetﬁer so we can shout goo%s message with our [ives.

So how to do it?
Step 1: Stop consuming, startgiving

T was reaoﬁ’ng a story about a missionary who was ta[ﬁing with some- high level
executives aboutwhatit means to be'a Christian. One of them confided, “T've been_



thinkin rea[fy hard about this...so 1 had thismade.” He ﬁﬁzof his sleeve to reveal a_
24kt go d bracelet with WWJD engm\/ec{ in it.

« “Now it’s easy to chuckle at him, but how many of us do the exact same tﬁing just on a
lower scale? How many qf us can relate to the- desiretoserve God but fai[ to see that”
(iving in such a materialistic culture has distorted the way we live it out?

- How oﬁzn when we want to enhance our walk with God do we-buy a devotional book
or worship CD instead of serving inasoup kitchen? Or spend hundreds of dollars to
attendaconference insteadof visiting the lonely at a nursing home?

. We've forgotten the part where Jesus said, “Whenever you do this to the least of
these, you’ve doneittome.” When was the last time you foum{ the face cf God in the-
jcace of someone You were ﬁeﬁomg?

. ﬁefore we delve too dée}a[y into this 1 want to let you know that” this isn’t about
making anyone feel guilty. This isn’t about telling everyone how bad and. mean and_
greedy frﬁey are. ‘This is about continuing to discover the Christian way.

e Wereall [iw’ng in avery greecfy, materialistic society and, sometimesit'shardto
separate our culture and society’s beliefs from what the Bible says. 1t’s only natural.
to want to throw money at problems, because it’s so common in America (and other
Mea[tﬁy nations).

But money doesn’t grow dynamicrelationships or build ﬁfe-cﬁanging bonds. rMonel_
doesn’t make us grow as }oeoy[e and as a communi%_ That’s what this is about.

e 2 (Cor 8:12-15

2 Whatever you give is acceymﬁfe 1f you give it eager@. And give according to what yow
have, not what you don’t have. * Of course, 1 don’t mean your giw’ng should make [ife

easy for others and hard for yoursefves, 7 onfy mean that there should be some e ua[ﬁy. “
f{ig t now you have ]o(en and can ﬁeﬁo those who are in need. Later, they will have y&znti_
and can share with you when you need it. In this way, tﬁings will be equal. 'S As the-
Scmjatures say,

“Those who gatﬁerecf a lot had notﬁing [eft over,
and those who gatﬁereaf on[y a little had enougﬁ. 7



This last part is :éﬁerring to Exodus 16, and how God ]orovicﬁecf manna to the Israelites.
God commands them .fpeaﬁcalfy in verse 16: “Eachhousehold shouldgatheras
muchasitneeds.”

The message was not, “gather a lot for | am blessing you”. In fact, as we fust read,
those who did gather a lot only ended up with fust enougﬁ, Whose who gatﬁerecf just a
[ittle...ended up ﬁaw’ng just enough

« Weve been duped into confusing abundance withwealth. Somewhere along the line-

We got it into our heads thatGod’sblessinginvolveshavingexcess. But look at”

Proverbs 30: 7-9

70 God, 1 Eeg two favors fmm you; let me have them Eefore 1 die.
8 . 5
First, ﬁego me never to tell a [ie.
Second, give me neither _poverty nor riches! Give me Just enougﬁ to sa’a’sﬁj my needs.

? For Jﬁ grow rich, 1 may cﬁzny Z‘ZOU and say, “Who s the L orp?”

And if 1 am too poot, 1 may stea

and thus nsult God’s ﬁofy name.

ﬂ-(aving ﬂiust enougﬁ to satisfy our needs seems wrong, seems so...un-American. But’
that’s the thing. We’ve been told the American dream is good and right for so long
that we’ve never bothered to see if it lines up with God’s dream.

God’s dream involves everyone ﬁcwing enougﬁJ. Tt involves sharingourexcess to
compensate for those who have [ess.

It’s amazing how many Christians can_ criticizeprofessionalathletes or ﬂ-ﬁ)(fywoocﬂ
stars for ﬁaw’ng so much money and ﬁoard’ing it, while tﬁey sitin ﬁuge homes with 5
TVs, 4 computers, 3 cars, aboatthey use twice a year and never give a red cent to the-
Teedy. T'm ashamed of my own hypocrisy in this area, as T've caught myself asking_
god’ for money, promising (and inmncﬁng!) to use it to ﬁego the homeless and neeafy,

T'm beginning to see that God’s response has a[ways been, “What about the money
I've already blessed you with?”

Tre temptation is to ignore me now, because 7’m making youw. uncomfortable...good.
The cross should be uncomfortable tous. The call of Jesus should be difficult in a
selfish society...otherwise | wonder if we’re doing it right.

But this isn’t about You or me...it’s about the community God envisions. ‘This isn’t’
about communism or cqpim[i’sm.



This is about truly loving others as we love ourselves. As Will O*Brien puts it: “When_
"We discover true love, ca}oita[ism will not be Joossiﬁ[é, and communism will not be-

Teeded.”

s about” returning to the love of the early church, Where when there wasn’t enough
fooaf for everyone, they would. fastameal so everyone could enjoy the next one-
together...7 wonder what would happen if Americans were denied foocf until the
homeless were fed. | bet we'd find'that all the money we “don’t have” to give to the

poor would suddenly show up.

But this isn’t even about money—71 want to be clear. Charity can be a blessing, but it
canalsobeacurse. Charity is often just another example of us missing the point and_
going through the motions so we feel like we’ve accomplished God’s will, insteaa[(gO
Eehg honestandusingourlivestoshouthismessage.

Think about it: wﬁerllﬁyou give to cﬁam’ty, e\/eryom?(ee[’s better. The rich (us) give, and_
the needy get what they need and we all leave fee ing better. But is this rea@ what”
Tesus intended to set up? A distribution center?

Jesus came to transform lives and everything he commanded us was centered around.
people changing for the better; becoming new creations. ‘It was based on new, faving‘
communities; about turning neigﬁﬁors into famiﬁes.

How much Joersona[, .Epiritua[ cﬁange ﬁqp}oens wher_ we drop clothes off at Salvation
Army or drop a check into the missions offering? Those tﬁings are goocfcmcfwe[f
but they rob us of the- kind of powerful love Jesus brought.

His love wasn’t” spread through organizations and structured distribution centers.
His love was spread through. touchandsmilesandtearsandsharingsomeoneelse’s
grief and joy.

Jesus’ way tells us to go to the- wedding party and celebrate, but we often choose the-
‘charitable way’ and just send a gift. He calls us to go to the funeral and weep with
those in sorrow...but instead we send_ a Hallmark card and think it somehow has the-
same eﬂ%ct on them...and us.

s it anyM»,vomfer America has someofthe highestsuicideanddepressionrates i tfhe-
World?” We're ﬁ[tﬁy rich and we’re utter[y miserable.



Step2: Dosomething!

« The story goes that a man once conﬁc{ec[ in his ﬁienof, “7 want to know why God allows
bad tﬁings to ﬁa}o}oen. Wﬁy does he allow so much suﬁn’ng?” His friendy rqpﬁ’ec{, “So
M/ﬁy don’t you ask him?”

e “Tm cﬁaicf to.” ‘Mﬁy are you aﬁ’aid’ to?”

e “Im cﬁaiaf he'll ask me the same cluestion. 7

"Mark 7:5-13
5 So the Pharisees and teachers of refigious law asked him, “Wﬁy don’t your cfisci}o[es
fo[fow our age-ofc[ tradition? T} ﬁey eat without ﬁrst Joegforming the ﬁamf—wasﬁi‘ng‘
cgeremony.”
® Jesus re}ofiecf, “You ﬁypocriwsl Isaiah was m’gﬁt when he yroyﬁesiecf about you, for he
‘Wrote,
“These peoy[e honor me with their [ijos, but their hearts are far ﬁom me.
7 Their worsﬁlja isa farce, for they teach man-made ideas as commands from God.
* For you ignore God’s law and substitute your own tradition.”

O Then he said, “You. skillfully sidestep (joafs law in order to hold on to Your owt
tradition. *° fFor instance, Moses gave you this law from God: “Honor your farﬁer and_
mother, and “Anyone who speaks c[isresyectﬁd@ of fatﬁer or mother must be put to death.’
" But you say it is all m’gﬁt for Joeoy[é to say to their parents, ‘Sowy, 1can’t ﬁeé ou. For 1
have vowed to give to God what T would have given to you.” = In this wa , You let them.
c{isregan[ their neecfy parents. And so you cancel the word @( God in orer to hand down_

your own tradition. And this is onfy one exam}ofe among many others.”

« 1 love tﬁe}aﬁmse, “You skillfully sidestep God’s law...” How many ofus sﬁiﬁ{fﬁ[@_
Sidésw’p god”5 laws about generosity, giw’n to others, serving those in need and n
‘Storin, up treasures for ourselves on emtéa?’

. Al of%ur reasons make sense, “| give to missions.” “I have to make sure | provide
for my family.” But are these legitimate reasons, or~ just balms to soothe our guilty
consciences?

o /Jesus may be men‘u’oning on[y one [aw, but it’s used as an exampfe—now he says for‘
instance’. Sowhatelsearewemissing? Look at this verse in Isaiah. Read a ong, [et”
God burn this into your heart.



' “Shout with the voice (f a trumpet blast. Shout aloud! Don’t be timid. Tell my Joe(yofe-’
Israel of their sins!

“Yet tﬁey act so Joious.'

They come to the ‘JJemJaﬂa every Jay and seem cfefigﬁwcf to learn all about me.
Tgey act like a rigﬁwous nation that would never abandon the laws of its God.
'J'ﬁey ask me to take action on their Beﬁaﬁ rewncfing tﬁey want to be near me.

> We have kfastwf Eefm’e you.” tﬁey say. ‘Wdé aren’t you impresseaﬁ

We have been very hard on ourselves, an you don’t even notice itV

--Sound familiar yet? “Oh God, why me? | only have 2 cars and, and...no TV in my
Kitchen!?! Oﬁviousfy T'm over-exaggerating for effect...but how cfﬂm do we comy[aim
out of our riches?--

--7 know Stz}oﬁ and 1 have wanted to Euy a house forever, but we still rent. And Tve asked.
Cjocf to give us a deal, or mm/ﬁe have some (ong lost relative leave us money so we car
aﬁfon{ one. Instead of Eeing tﬁanﬁﬁd that we have a warm }o[ace to live that suits all q( our

f'need's,—

-When did 1 replace thankfulness with more asking? When did 1 substitute a grateful

attitude with the idea that | need more? 1 know when. When friends and family started

asking why 1 hadn’t looked into buying a house, vet. When they wondered what my plan.
Was for retirement.—

--ltwasn’t because | was being selfish, it was because I'm living in a world where
money is king, and bit by bit, | lost sight of who MY king is—

3 “‘We have faswo{ ﬁefore oul’ tﬁey say. ‘Wﬁy aren’t you imyressecﬁ
We have been very ﬁardyon ourselves, and you don’t even notice it
“7 will tell you why!” 1 resyonc[. “Ut’s because you are fasa’ng to ]ofease yourse[\/es,
Fven while you f‘cist, you Eeejo oppressing your workers.
4 What goodyis fasu’ng when you keep on ’gﬁn’ng and qumre[ing?
This kind of fasn’ng will never get you anywﬁere with me.

—-Don’t be deceived, this isn’t about asting. It’s about” doing everything to be a ‘good
Jew’ or a ‘good follower of God’ but missing so many things that are actually
important.

Don’t sic{estejo this Ey saying you don’t fast [ike that. This could just as easi[y say_‘tithing’

or ‘going to church.’



What gooc{ is u’tﬁing when 300 homeless Joecy)ﬁa [ive on your streets?

What gooc[ is going to church when thousands in Bismarck have noﬁocfy to show them.
[ove?

“You humble yourse(ves Ey going tﬁrougﬁ the motions (f penance- Bowing your heads [ike-
reeds Eenc{ing in the wind.

Wou 6{1’655 in 6“1’[@}9 amf cover your 566/65 Wlfﬁ asﬁes.

s this what you call fasﬁng? Do you rea[fy think this will Jafease the L orp?

° %, this is the kind of fasa’ng 7 want:
Free those who are wrong[y 'qurisonecﬂ ﬁgﬁ‘wn the burden of those who work for you.

i
Let the oppressed go free, and remove the chains that bind people.
7 Share oﬁj:i foocf w{grﬁftyﬁe ﬁungvy, and give shelter to the ﬁoquegz)ss.
Give cgtﬁes to those who need them, and do not hide from relatives who need your ﬁe(p.

—-Here’s the meat of what T'm saying today. Here is what we skillfully sidestep: ﬁ’eeingL
those wron, f_y imyrisonecﬁ figﬁtzm’ng work loads; sﬁam’ng fooa[ with the ﬁungry; giving\
shelter to the homeless; giw’ng clothes to the neecfy; ﬁeﬁaing our relatives, which toda
Would probably be better translated our community and neighborhood, since in those %ays

yOUT’ 1"6[@11’\/65 Ol[( [1’\/6({ nearﬁy.

God is calling us to an honest faith. Not one that ‘suffers’ just to suffer. Not one that
sacrifices in order to show what good Christians we are. How pointless is that?

God doesn’t ask for your sacrifice just to sacrifice, butin order to bless those who need
our abundance more thanwe need it.

“Your generosity isn’t measured By how much you give, but how much you have ﬁzﬁ.

But it’s not all doom and g[oom,..[ooé at how this ﬁm’sﬁes up:

S “Then your salvation will come like the dawn. and your wounds will quic@[y heal.
r)”ou;goc[finess will lead you forwarc[, and the g[ory (f the Lom\m’[( _protect you frorm

behin
° Then when you call the Lomﬂw’[f cmswer.@”es, 7 am here, he will quicﬁfy rejofy.



“&move the ﬁeavy yoﬁe of oy}oression. Sw}o }ooinu’ng your ﬁnger and Wreacﬁng vicious
TUmors!
' Feed the hun, v, and ﬁega those in trouble.

Then your [ig t will shine out from the darkness, and the darkness around you will be as

Emgﬁt as noon.

« Thisis shouting the gospel, this is letting our light shine to all who need it. t’s not”
doing good Christian things, reading the right books or agreeing with the correct 6e[iefs.
It's giving, serving and fighting for equality.

* This is a hard truth to accept, 1 know. But aren’t all @( God’s truths hard at some _point?

o This is sometﬁing Tve wrestled with over the past few weeks and have been rearing‘
fmyself up over. I've felt guilt and shame at my selfishness, because 1 found myself”
complaining in my riches But as Tve come to accept this truth, T've fe[t an.
indescribable joy that doesn’t make sense but is so very real.

. See we're told that” the way to get by here on earth is to protect our own. Go to
school, get a well-paying fob and ﬁnd; financial security— cqpitaﬁ’sm is built on the-
foundations of selfishness. Sowhenwe see God’sway we don’tunderstandit.

» Jesus says loveourenemies—he- doesn’t say ‘don’t hate them..” Lovethem! Actively

love thenv [ike you would your own child! That’s hard.

«  He says if someone would force you to go a mile with them, go two. He says that rather
than store up money and _possessions here to give them away so the neecfy have enougﬁ.

« Give. Love. Ripyourown selfish ideas about being secure and safe and finding
peace out from under your own two feet for the benefit of others...and, in THAT you
M/i[fﬁnd’,peace. SZUOQCLCQ tﬁat is CLBOVQ a[funcﬁerstamﬁ’ng Eecause it doesn’tmakesense.

-« How can | feel better about my finances by giving money away? How can 1 feeﬂ
Safe around my enemies ﬁy trusring and [ow’ng them?

« [tDOESN’T make sense. It'simpossible!

[ JWJ.



o And God says, “With man it is impossible. But with God_ allthings are possible. The-
Wisdom of this world is foolishness to me...so don’t copy the behavior and customs of”
this world, but let me transform you into a new person_ by changing the way you think.
Then you will learn to know my will for you, which is good and pleasing and
perfect.”



