
LIFE ON PURPOSE 1
“What on earth are we doing here?”

“It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for.  Long before 
we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had His eye on us, had designs on us 
for glorious living, part of the overall purpose He is working out in everything and 
everyone!”  Eph. 1:11 (MSG)

Three Biblical metaphors God uses to define our lives:

1. LIFE ON EARTH IS A ___________

A) God tests my _________ through ___________

B) God tests my _________ through ___________

C) God tests my _________ through ___________

“But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from 
what others experience.  And God is faithful.  He will keep the temptation from becoming 
so strong that you can’t stand up against it.  When you are tempted, he will show you a 
way out so that you will not give in to it.”  I Cor. 10:13

2.  LIFE ON EARTH IS A _______________
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.  The world and all its people belong to him.”  
Ps. 24:1

A) We must treat the earth and all we possess like _________.

B) We must be _________________ for all God gives us.

C) We will be ____________________ for how we take Care of God’s Stuff. 

“The Master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.  You have been 
faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities.  
Let’s celebrate together!’”  Matt. 25:23

3.  LIFE ON EARTH IS A ___________________ _____________________
“…so you must live in reverent fear of God during your time as foreigners here 

on earth.  For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you 
inherited from your ancestors…God paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the 
sinless, spotless Lamb of God.  God chose Him for this purpose long before the world 
began…this God did for you.”   I Pet. 1:17-20

A) We must maintain a basic _____________ with the world and it’s values.

B) We will have a basic ____________________while we live in this world.
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LIFE ON PURPOSE 1
“What on earth are we doing here?”

“It’s in Christ that we find out who we are and what we are living for.  Long before 
we first heard of Christ and got our hopes up, he had His eye on us, had designs on us 
for glorious living, part of the overall purpose He is working out in everything and 
everyone!”  Eph. 1:11 (MSG)

Most of us have a metaphor that defines our lives, and in subsequent ways, that 

metaphor contributes to the development of our values.  Consider, there are some who 

look at life as a race (sprinter) and tend to value speed, efficiency, and a focus on the 

goal.  There are some who look at life as a marathon (race), and value endurance, 

perseverance, and even pain.  There are some who look at life as a journey (hiker), and 

value the process more than even the destination.  Then there’s this guy whose life 

metaphor involves a couch and a vegetable grown in Idaho (couch potato).  There are 

some people whose life metaphor is a bubble  (bubble boy), who never do much to 

move outside their comfort zone.  There are also some whose metaphor is taking risks, 

like this guy (cat in front of dogs).  Watch this clip of one guy’s outlook on life, then we’ll 

talk.  (City Slickers Clip)

What if your life metaphor is faulty?  What if God planned something different for 

you?  Today I want to look with you at three Biblical Metaphors God uses to define our 

lives.  This is how God considers our life. 

1.  LIFE ON EARTH IS A TEST (Blue Test Book)

Most students, including myself, view tests as what?  Punishment!  It was not till I 

moved to the other side of the desk, did I finally come to realize that tests have a 

different purpose.  Looking at tests as punishment caused some skewed values.  When I 

began to consider that tests were tools for measuring ones progress, their value also 

changed.  God looks at our life as a test, not just one big test, but one with certain tests 

along the way.
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One of the difficulties facing Generation X is that their boomer parents have 

given them most everything they want.  When life after high school and college comes 

equipped with difficulties and still more tests, some in that generation are ill prepared.

Also true of some in older generations, especially those who have faced 

numerous difficulties, especially difficulties that seem randomly unfair.  For you who 

might be looking at life as unfair, if that has become your metaphor, lets look at how God 

views those ‘tests’ we face in our lives.

In the famous chapter I Cor. 13 Paul reminds us that three things endure: Faith 

Hope and Love.  In light of that, consider this:

A) God tests my Faith through Problems

The Bible is full of examples of God testing His creation.  Abraham passed the 

test when holding the knife over his only son Isaac, but failed the test when he lied about 

his wife.  Moses passed the test when standing before Pharaoh, but failed the test when 

standing before the grumbling Israelites demanding water.  David passed the test in the 

huge shadow of Goliath, but failed miserably lusting after Bathsheba, and went on to 

pass again, becoming a man after God’s own heart.  Peter passed and failed almost 

daily, one minute whacking off the soldier’s ear, while defending his Savior, the next 

swearing at a servant girl while denying his Lord. 

I’m afraid my life is not much different, is yours?  I don’t know if God actually 

sends us problems, but when they come, whether through our own stupid actions, or as 

random accidents, I know God has a purpose; we might not understand it, but God tests 

us through the problems in our lives, to build our faith, to strengthen our resolve, and to 

fortify our will. 

B) God tests my Hope through Possessions

Hope can be a rather fickle thing, when misappropriated.  When we place our 

hope in our stuff, we’re in for a long test.  
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People with little or people with much face similar challenges.  If we place our 

hope in anything but “Christ in me, the hope of Glory”, it’s likely we’ll fail the test, and live 

frustrated lives.  

The consumerist culture that dominates American society is particularly 

seductive.  More and more products temp us to believe they can fill the longings for 

identity and intimacy that each of us have.  But they can’t.  Remember our verse: 

“It’s in Christ we find out who we are and what we live for.”  Nowhere else, certainly not 

in some cardigan or Cadillac.  God tests our hope through our possessions.  Remember, 

they are just things.  Sometimes a fire can help people face this reality.  Let’s not wait for 

the fire.

C) God tests my Love through People

One of my favorite quotes from Billy Graham:  “It’s easy to love people en-

masse, but sometimes it’s difficult to love them face to face.”  I believe there are two 

sides to this coin.  I believe God sends some people into our lives, to test our love. 

Sometimes obnoxious, annoying, stubborn people, remind us that we are called to be 

loving, and…how we doing with this test?  Maybe you didn’t grow up in a particularly 

loving home, that’s not an excuse for a Christian, to be unloving, but a test God wants to 

use to measure how you will choose to love, even those unlovable family members, or 

friends.

And if we’d be just a little more careful in looking, most all of us are blessed to 

have people in our lives that are gifts from God, that teach us the deepest meanings of 

authentic love.  I’m grateful to be married to one.

Here’s the Good News:  Yea, life is a test, but…God wants you to pass!  Listen to 

this verse:
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“But remember that the temptations that come into your life are no different from 
what others experience.  And God is faithful.  He will keep the temptation from becoming 
so strong that you can’t stand up against it.  When you are tempted, God will show you a 
way out so that you will not give in to it.”  I Cor. 10:13

2.  LIFE ON EARTH IS A TRUST (legal Trust Papers)
“The earth is the Lord’s and everything in it.  The world and all its people belong 

to him.”  Ps. 24:1

In the early stages of creation, God set up a trust whereby we as Human 

Creatures have been given the responsibility to care for the rest of God’s creation.  He 

called it having dominion.  This metaphor must remind us of the following 3 values that 

we must maintain as God’s ‘trustee’s of all the Lord’s earth, and everything in it, 

including OURSELVES!

A)       We must treat the earth and all we possess like Renters.

Our society, particularly our American society is built on ownership.  Capitalism, 

at its essence is about ownership and possession, and might be summed up with this 

bumper sticker:  No one ever washes a rental car!  Ownership is not bad, mind you, but 

can be a seductive ‘test’, when we actually come to believe what we own is ours, even 

our lives.  Rick Warren begins this book, A purpose driven life, with the four most 

profound words in it:  “It’s not about you.”  We are merely renters here.  Even our lives, 

brief as they are, don’t really belong to us.  Did you choose when to be born; can you 

choose when you will die?  You might choose who to marry, what career to pursue, 

where to live, whether to worship or not, but you cannot choose your purpose in this life! 

That is God’s choice.

You’ve heard me say, “I’ve never seen a hearse pulling a u-haul.”  Meaning you 

can’t take it with you.  But you have also heard me say:  “You can send it on ahead!” 

Looking at all our life as a renter, will help us make value decisions that will invest in our 

own eternity.

B)        We must be Responsible for all God gives us.
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This truth is especially significant for us.  Remember Jesus’ words…”To whom 

much has been given, much will be required?”  Well, we have been given much, and 

even if we’d been given just a little, it’s our responsibility as the ‘trustees’ of God’s 

accounts to do our level best to care for all God’s creation, the earth, and everything in it. 

We don’t have to give money to every panhandler we meet, but have we ever stopped to 

help even one?  We don’t have to join the Sierra Club, but can we put our trash away? 

We don’t have to buy all our clothes at Good Will, but could we waste less food, or fast 

one meal a week for world hunger?  You know the answers, and there millions of other 

examples.  I want to say one more thing.

In this section of the book I was intrigued with Warren’s comment that “money is 

both a test and a trust.”  And then he goes on to say: “There is a direct relationship 

between how we use our money and the quality of our Spiritual Life.”  I have always 

believed that, I believe this is the underlying truth of Jesus’ multiple messages about 

money and tithing.  It’s God’s money, and we’re stealing it, if we’re not giving it.  It’s part 

of our responsibility as trustees.

C) We will be Rewarded for how we take Care of God’s Stuff. 

This brief passage from Matt. 25:23 addresses what is in store for all who are 

faithful stewards (trustees):

“The Master said, ‘Well done, my good and faithful servant.  You have been 
faithful in handling this small amount, so now I will give you many more responsibilities.  
Let’s celebrate together!’”  Matt. 25:23

There are three parts to this little admonition:  Affirmation:  “Well done, MY good 

and faithful servant.”  God never asks us to be successful, but just to be faithful.   But 

when we are faithful…you know.  Secondly there is promotion.  When we have been 

seen to be faithful in handling small amounts, tasks, responsibilities, then we’ll be given 

more responsibilities.  I have been asked a number of times in my ministry:  “How can I 

increase my faith, How can I grow a deeper faith, How can I have more faith.”  
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My answer might sound simple, but I think it’s true:  “Exercise the faith you have.” 

Put your own faith to the test.  Can you believe God might want to send you to the 

foreign mission field, or adopt a foster child, or vote for a candidate not of your preferred 

party?  Exercise the faith you have.  Thirdly, there is also celebration.  We’ll be rewarded 

for a job well done.  I’m not sure all that will be on the guest list, but the Master will be 

there.  I’m not sure all that will be on the menu, but we’ll get an appetizer in a minute.

3.  LIFE ON EARTH IS A TEMPORARY ASSIGNMENT   (temp. Visa)
“…so you must live in reverent fear of God during your time as foreigners here 

on earth.  For you know that God paid a ransom to save you from the empty life you 
inherited from your ancestors…God paid for you with the precious lifeblood of Christ, the 
sinless, spotless Lamb of God.  God chose Jesus for this purpose long before the world 
began…this God did for you.”   I Pet. 1:17-20

That word foreigner is interesting.  It is sometimes translated alien.  As hard as it 

might be to imagine the Israelites comprehending flying saucers, space travel, and the 

“ET’s” of our modern life, they did understand it!  Numerous times in their history they 

were carried away by foreign invaders to live in distant lands.  There are many places in 

our world today where people have been forced to live under the oppressive rule of 

foreign and often ungodly leaders.  We have not.  Therefore it’s difficult even to imagine 

what Peter is saying here.  These two distinctions might help.      

A)      We must maintain a basic Disconnection with the world and it’s values.

Paul said, “Don’t be conformed to this world…” The living Bible translates that: 

“Don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold.”  But be transformed by the renewing of 

your minds.  We don’t have to look far beyond our television sets to recognize the 

influence of adopting worldly values has had on our way of life.  The influence of drugs, 

alcohol, crime, unbridled sexuality, abortion, unrepentant adultery and homosexuality 

has cheapened the life God intended us to live.  If we want to maintain our sanity, and 

hold fast to our faith in these trying times we must not stick our heads in the sand, but 

allow those same heads to be ‘transformed’ by Jesus Christ.  

7



We must wholeheartedly maintain an intentional disconnection from the world 

and it’s values.  We can’t snub the world with self-righteous pharisaical noses, but 

neither can we worship at her altars!  Second, and lastly as aliens on this earth:

B) We will have a basic Discontentment while we live in this world.   

I mentioned to my class Wed evening that my favorite quote through 50 pages of 

the book is this one:                                                                              

“In order to keep us from becoming too attached to earth, God allows us to feel a 

significant amount of discontent and dissatisfaction in life – longings that will never be 

fulfilled on this side of eternity.  We’re not completely happy here because we’re not 

supposed to be!  Earth is not our home; we were created for something much better.” 

We were created for eternity, these 70,80,90 years are nothing but a rehearsal 

for an eternity spent either in heaven or in hell.  I’m not sure I know exactly what Hell is, 

but I believe it’s a real place, and I don’t want to go there, even for a short visit.  How are 

we preparing for where we will be?

Throughout the years of my ministry I have visited dozens of cemeteries, and 

conducted hundreds of burials.  Amidst all the different headstones, decorations, 

different epitaphs, and various numbers carved into each stone, I have noted a striking 

commonality on every headstone.  Between the two dates: 9-13-55 and 12-11-04 there 

is a dash, one little line left, that’s all that’s left, to capture the essence of what we call 

our LIFE.  What does your dash mean?  Is your dash limited to the eternal search for the 

ultimate soft yogurt, or pursuit of God Almighty and the passionate desire to faithfully 

fulfill His ultimate purpose for your life?  Only you can define your dash, and you can’t 

wait to die to define it!  We must remember:  In God’s mind our life is a test, a trust, and 

a temporary assignment, so don’t lolly-gag; choose today what will define your dash! 

That’s why you are here on earth.
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